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The Law Society notes the adverse impacts on individuals and families that housing instability 
can have, particularly for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families. The research 
demonstrates the adverse outcomes of housing instability, particularly for children,3 and we 
are informed by our members that housing instability can be a factor in the removal of children. 
 
In addition to seeking to clarify rental laws, as is proposed in this inquiry, the Law Society 
encourages the NSW Government to continue to focus on addressing the systemic causes of 
housing insecurity, including by prioritising co-ordination and consistency, as far as possible, 
between Commonwealth and state responses. We acknowledge that an effective policy 
response to housing affordability may also require tailored solutions at state and local 
government levels, including in relation to housing supply generally.  
 
Our detailed feedback on questions in the consultation paper is provided in the attached 
comments table. 
 

 
 

         
 

 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Cassandra Banks 
President 
 
Encl. 
 

 
3 For example, international studies have shown that housing instability can alter a child’s academic 
achievement, emotional regulation and verbal abilities, leading to poorer long-term effects in decreased 
educational attainment, increased participation in risky behaviours and a greater risk of adult-onset chronic 
diseases (Gaylord AL, Cowell WJ, Hoepner LA, Perera FP, Rauh VA, Herbstman JB. Impact of housing 
instability on child behavior at age 7. Int J Child Health Hum Dev. 2018;10(3):287-295). 




















